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PUC extends
deadline for
comments on
electricity rate
increase

BEL wants to refrain from

The Belize HotelAssociation has rejected the travel insurance mandate, saying the justification
requirement has not been “satisfactorily established.”

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17, 2022
The BelizeTourism Board (BTB)
announced a new travel insurance
mandate last Thursday in a press
release. The new requirements ga
into effect on February 15 and apply
to all tourists visiting the countryhe
release from the BTB states, “all

Please turn togp» Page 14

Mandatory US$18 travel

for such a

changing the current rates
until after 2023

p_—N
Andrew Marshalleck —
Chairman, BEL

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17, 2022
On Friday the Public Utilities

Commission (PUC) extended the all the typical pomp and circumstance
N associated with the opening of the
senew legal year and featured importan

deadline for public consultation o
the proposed electricity rate increa
outlined in the Final Draft of the BEL

Please turn tqg» Page 14

Legal Year 2022 commences

During her presenation, Attorney General Hon. Magali Marin-¥ung announced a restructuring

of the high courts in Belize and recasting of the roles of the Chief Justice

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17, 2022
The opening of the new legal year |§
2022-2023 took place this morning pag
with a virtual commencement Q‘
exercise coordinated and produce
by the Government of Belize Press| *®
Office, using the courd’new virtual
judicial management syste&AREX.
The virtual commencement featured

4

announcements of new judicial

Please turn tqg» Page 15

Hon. Madam Michelle Arana — Chief Justice (Ag.)

Belize 2022 Legal Year Opening

and Hon. Magali Marin-Young — Attorney General, Belize

customs officer,
43, dies In RTA

Rudolph Williams — deceased

New CEO at MOHW; new Deputy
Governor at Central Bank

CITCOfine-

(See story on page 4)

v\

Dr. Julio Sabido --
new CEO, MOHW

by Khaila Gentle

BELIZE CITY, Fri. Jan. 14

2022

Both the Ministry of
Health and Wellness
(MOHW) and the Centrg
Bank of Belize announcgd

new

appointments this week.

Over

Ministry of Health selecte

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17, 2022
Today, the Belize City Council
announced a change in the portfolios

assigned to the MayobDeputy Mayoy
and various Councilors. The fine-tuning
of portfolios is being done after the
council

has been in |Please turn togp Page 15

administrative

the past few days, the

i
Dr. Julio Sabido as its new I.Ill}al WBI(IBI‘ Slllll (Iﬂall IW

CEO. And while the

Please turn t} Page 14

gunman who entered room

(See story on page 13)
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Belizean students receive G

Thirteen Belizean students received scholarships through the Cuban governmert

by Charles Gladden

by the United States, and the curre

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17,2022 difficulties being endured globally as Belize proud,” he said.

The Ministry of Education, Culture, a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Science, andTechnology in
collaboration with the Embassy of thethat he always tells students wh
Republic of Cuba in Belize and the travel
Ministry of ForeignAffairs, Foreign ambassadors of Belize.

Trade and Immigration, held a “Each and every one of you is a
ceremony at the House of Culture onambassador of Belize

unjust embargo imposed on their nationthe most of it. Make yourself proud, experiences during their time there.

nmake your families proud, and makeThe scholarship is awarded in full
by the Government of the Republic
Minister Fonseca also urged theof Cuba. This year will mark 27 years

Minister Fonseca told the studentsawardees to be resolute in the pursuibf diplomatic relations between

oof their goals despite challenges. HeBelize and Cuba. Over the course of

abroad, that they are alsoencouragedthem to respect anthose years, 200+ Belizean students

embrace the Cuban culture, peoplehave had the opportunity to study in
nand values, and appreciate theirCuba.

January 13, 2022, to officially when you're out there,”
recognize thirteen scholarship said Minister Fonseca.
recipients under the Cuba-Belize “What you do out
Scholarship Programme 2022n of  there, what you do in
the thirteen awardees this year will Cuba, reflects on you, it
be majoring in medicine, while two reflects on your family
will be pursuing a degree in nursing,and it reflects on the
and one will be majoring in people of Belize. I8 a
psychology beautiful opportunityit's
Speaking at the award ceremonyan honor to get this
was the Minister of Education, scholarship. Manynany
Science, andrechnology Hon. people try and you are
Francis Fonseca, who highlighted thethe chosen ones this yeaj
generosity of the government andSo, take full advantage
people of Cuba despite the illegal andof this opportunityMake

Belize chairs 48th
meeting of Gommunity
Gouncil of Ministers (GARIGOM)

The meeting held on Friday was chaired by Hon. Eamon Courtenay
AmbassadoAmalia Mai was also present.

Hon. Eamon Courtenay and Ambassador Amalia Mai -

by Khaila Gentle Foreign Trade,Amalia Mai, who
updated the Council on preparatio
BELMOPAN, Fri. Jan. 14, 2022 being made for the Thirty-Third Inter
The forty-eighth meeting of the Sessional Meeting of Heads ¢
Community Council of Ministerswas Government of the Caribbea
held on FridayJanuary 14, under the Communityto be held from February
chairmanship of Minister of Foreign 28 to March 1 in San Pedi@wn.
Affairs, Foreign Trade,
Immigration, Hon. Eamon Courtenay the IV CARICOM-SICA Summit, to
At the meeting, which was held be held on March 2.
virtually, several key issues were The Community Council of
discussed, including the Plan of Ministers is made up of minister
Action for CSME implementation and responsible for CARICOM affairs in
the continued reform of the allthe member states. Itis the secor,
CARICOM Secretariat; the COVID- highest organ of CARICOM, jus
19 pandemic and its effects on globalbelow the Conference of Heads
production, freight rates, consumers,Government. The Community
and businesses; and the deterioratingouncil’s main responsibility is the
political, securityand humanitarian development of CARICOM
situation in Haiti. strategic planning and th
Also present at the meeting wascoordination of its economig
Chief Executive Officer of the integration, functional cooperatior

Some cruise ships
cancel stops to Belize

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17,2022 various tourist destinations, including
According to the chairman of the Belize, the industry is ngwn light of
Belize Tourism Board (BTB), Evan the Omicron-driven surge in cases,
Tillett, at least 12 cruise ships havetaking precautionary measures to
canceled stops in Belize so far amidavoid the type of shutdown that
the new Omicron wave of the Covid- occurred in the initial stages of the
19 pandemic. He also told local mediapandemic.
that some overnight cancellations have Some cruise ships have thus opted
also been recorded, but the numberso cancel their scheduled stops in
are nowhere close to the number oBelize.
1scanceled bookings that were seen at Last Saturdaythe “conditional
- the start of the pandemic. He said thasailing order” put in place by the US
f they are also seeing positive signs inCenters for Disease Control expired,
h the industrysince a number of personsand the agency transitioned to a new
are re-booking. voluntary COVID-19 risk mitigation
The Omicron variant is proving to program for cruise ships. The new

and She also spoke on preparations foibe just as infectious as scientists hadegulation includes mandatory

estimated it would be, with new vaccination for passengers and crew
outbreaks of the COVID-19 virus members, testing before boarding the
being seen worldwide. Fortunately vessel, and mandatory indoor mask-
5 the symptoms resulting from infections wearing by persons onboard ships
brought on by this new variant are, inexcept while they are eating or
da majority of cases, comparatively drinking.
mild, and infected persons are cleared The CDC has warned travelers to
pfof the illness in a much shorter periodavoid going on cruises due to the
of time. Omicron variantAccording to the
At the start of the Covid-19 agency 14,803 positive cases of
pandemic, when a no-sail order wasCOVID-19 were reported between
p put in place, the cruise tourism December 30 and January 12 on cruise
industry came to a standstill for almostships — 95 times more cases than the
, a year and a few months after the 155 infections reported between Dec.

Ministry of ForeignAffairs and and external relations.

resumption of cruise ship visits to 1 and Dec. 14.
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Health Minister speaks on curfew
extension, Omicron wave and transition

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17, 2022
During an interview on Fridayhe

andWellness, Hon. Kevin Bernard, the Minister of Sports at the time,

informed the public that the curfew have lobbied over and over and wereceived reports from COVID

regulations currently in place will be have been saying it over and q\get

extended for an additional month. Hevaccinated, and so we have said thato ensure that people follow
said that the Statutory Instrument (SI)if you are in an enclosed location, for guidelines.

which put the curfew and other currentexample the Civic Centre, you want
Covid-19 prevention measures into have a basketball event, it must bas that some people are not taking the
place will remain basically the same, at 50% of the population can be thereserious, and | think that we have to
except for a relaxation in restrictions and it must be placed the necessary 6strengthen that. | think we have to look
on sporting activities, which can now feet regulation, social distancing, at working closely with the police to

be held publiclyalthough the number proper markers must be put in plac

of persons attending such eventsso thatits controlled,” Bernard stated the enforcement of the laws that exist

should not exceed 50% of the versue’ during his interview
capacity He shared, howevdhat he Increased enforcement of COVID

will remain the same except that wereports sayMinister Bernard said that
are now going to allow for 50% in he will meet with the Senior Public
newly appointed Minister of Health terms of sports. &' something that as Health Inspector to assess the issue

Gy WEALT

| enforcement in the public, since he ha

enforcement officers who are trying

“One of the challenges I, we, have

egensure that police is also assisting i

Kevin Bernard,
Minister of Health and Wellness

and the regulations, sasta matter of
- concern which | have raised, and | will and that why the CEO and the head

is to meet with the COVID-19 19 measures are also needed withife discussing that with the CEO andof units, these are the doctors, these
response team today to take a look albcal businesses, which are currentlythe team,” Minister Bernard said are the persons that know the

the whole situation and determine if being battered by the Omicron waveduring his interview

any additional changes to theof the COVID-19 pandemic — with
regulations would be needed. as many as 90% of all companies

profession. These are the people that
He added, “W're at a stage where will guide. While the criticism may
inOmicron is creating rampage acrosde, ‘oh, the minister is not a doctar

“We are going to ensure that thatBelize being affected by staff shortagesthe country; we don’t know all who have had the experience managing a

section of the S, all other regulationsdue to Covid-19 infections, loca

42 new cases at GFZ. Will land
borders reopen next month?

by Khaila Gentle

COROZAL, Fri. Jan. 14, 2022

Last week, the Ministry of Health
andWellness began performing bulk
COVID-19 testing at the Corozal Free
Zone, and on Fridayanuary 14,
forty-two new cases of the virus were
identified—a total of 14% of the 296
investors and employees who werg
swabbed. The detection of these
additional cases took place after 17
persons were found to be COVID-
19 positive onWednesday and
brought the total number of infections borders from January to Februar

Neri Rairez,
Corozal Free Zone CEO

| are walking out there with Covid-19 town for 3 years, I've had experience
because of the Omicron and the levein many areas, but trust me, | am here
of symptoms that it offers, minimal to committed to work for the best interest
mild.” of this ministry” he said.

Minister Bernard takes on the tasks Inregard to the transition occurring
of heading the ministry at a pivotal time within the ministry as a change in
in the Covid-19 pandemic, as a newleadership takes place, Minister
highly transmissible variant rips Bernard said that there is no bad blood
through the population and at a timebetween the previous Health Minister
when the Ministry is lacking key Hon. Chebat, and himself, adding that
technical personnel. He said thatthey have already met to exchange
filling those posts will be his first notes.
priority. Minister Bernard disagrees “So, | can only expect that will
with remarks made in some quarterscontinue, and like both of us shared
that the Health Minister must be awhen we sat down togethéhnat we
doctor, and noted that sound are here to work with each othete
administrative capacity to lead the understands as well what were some
ministry is key of the challenges, and he is sharing

“I think that the Minister of Health some of his experiences with me, and
and any Minister that leads thiswhere we can make better
ministry should be someone that hasmprovements on some of those things.
the administrative capacityou leave So, there is no such animosity

the technical work to technical people, Minister Bernard said.
y

+

to 215. But in the face of the Omicron variar

According to CEO of the Corozal and the rapid ongoing spread {
Free Zone, Neri Ramirez, all thoseinfections, it remains to be see
who tested positive were whetherthe date will be pushed ba
asymptomatic and were sent home s@nce again. In a virtual interview witl

that they could be quarantined forthe media, Minister of Health Hon.

seven days. The majority of thoseKevin Bernard stated that Cabing
tested onWednesday were also has yet to make a final decision @
asymptomatic. The total number of the matter

persons at the CFZ who have been “The team at the Ministry has

tested so far now stands at 1,298, andIready forwarded their
this, says Ramirez, is the majority of recommendations in terms of whj
the Corozal Free Zorepopulation. needs to be putin place—what ne€
The CEO further noted that 159 to be there for the preparation of tH
persons received vaccine boostetborders.We have to make sure w|
shots recently bringing the address the issue of testing, W
percentage of individuals who haveaddress the issue of whd

gotten their boosters to almost 100%.requirements will be allowed for

And when asked how the sudden risethose going over on a 24-hour perio
in COVID-19 cases has beenforthose going for over 24-hours, arj
affecting business, he pointed out thatll of these things are being lookd
only three stores out of a total of 200at,” said Bernard.
have had to close, meaning that 98.5% Hon. Bernard stated that the safg
of the Free Zone remains in operation.of citizens and the health of the natig

The suddenrise in cases atthe CF&vill always be taken into
has occurred in tandem with a surgeconsideration, but he is also of th
in cases across the countdt the  belief that we should ensure that th
beginning of the most recent wave ofeconomy continues to thrive. He als
COVID-19 following the detection of said that the Ministry plans to tak|
the Omicron variant in the country “whatever is the best approach
the Government of Belize postponedwhen it comes to the reopening of th

' Taiwan-Belize Economic Cooperation
 pgreement (ECA) now in effect

S
by Khaila Gentle

D
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n

The increased presence of high-
quality “Made in Belize” products in
BELIZE CITY, Sat. Jan. 15,2022 theTaiwan market will help generate

A press release from the Embassyan increase in foreign reserves and
of the Republic of China @iwan) create additional employment and
htannounced that the Economicbusiness opportunities in Belize. The
d§€ooperationAgreement (ECA), agreement is also intended to attract
esigned by the governmentsi@iwan greater investment fromaiwan to
e and Belize back in September ofBelize and vice versa, strengthen our
2020, came into &fct on Saturday diplomatic ties, and deepen economic
1t The mutually beneficial agreement isexchange between Beliz€aiwan,
expected to give a much-needed boosand the greater Caribbean region.

d to bilateral trade and to benefit both “Currently, Taiwanese companies
dcountries. have invested in Belize mainly in
d According to the release, “The financial and insurance,

ECA provides preferential treatment manufacturing, and retail and
tyfor Belize’s 199 items of goods, wholesale. The accumulative value
nincluding key agricultural and of Taiwan’s investment to Belize has

fisheries products such as lobsterreached 142.02 million Belizean
ebeef, pork, chicken, juices, and sugardollars,” stated the press release.
eln addition, the ECA also grants Through the ECATaiwan will
sopreferential taris for Taiwans 33 also be providing financial and
e products to Belize, including flat- technical assistance to the country for
"rolled steels, tools (such as pliers,the development of institutions
iewrenches, screwdrivers, etc.),involved in trade, including in the

D

the reopening of the countsyland borders.

brakes, and cycle parts.” areas of plant and animal health.
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by Charles Gladden

BELIZE CITY, Sun. Jan. 16, 2022

On Friday night, a police bter,
Akeem Jones, 27, was stabbed
while trying to part a fight in Belize §
City. Sometime after eleven o’clock,
Jones and his companions werg
ending a night of socializing at a
local establishment, when they saw
two men assaulting someone at the
corner of Water Lane andVest
Street. According to Jones, he
recognized the person being beatel
and stepped out of his vehicle to
separate the participants in the fight|
At that point, the man who was being
assaulted took the opportunity to flee
from the scene; however his two
assailants then turned their attentior]
to Jones and attacked him. Jones w3
able to free himself from the grip of
the two men, and got into his vehicle,
and drove awayHe then realized,
however that he had been stabbed
on his left hand and behind his right
ear

“We are investigating this matter
He was stabbed indeed. The natur&urrounding the stabbing incident
being investigated because tf
establishment has surveillanc
video and we will do further
reviews,” noted Communication
Director for the Belize Police
DepartmentASPFitzroyYearwood.

Since then, police have detaing
Steven Flowers, 28, of Majesti
Alley.

The second law enforcement

Akeem Jones

S

e

customs officer,
43, dies in RTA

(From page 1)

5

I~
.:

by Khaila Gentle

Family Court, Court of
Appeal to be relocated

The Family Court will be relocated to the Charles Bartlett Hyde
Building, while the Court ofAppeal will be moved temporarily to the
former NBB building

by Khaila Gentle

BELIZE CITY, Mon.
Jan. 17, 2022

At the Judiciary of
Belize’'s opening
ceremony for the
2022 LegalYear,
Attorney General
Hon. Madam Magali
Marin Young spoke
on the work that has
been done during
her first year in
office as well as
plans for the
upcoming year including the “When | assumed office, both the
relocation of the Family Court and Acting Chief Justice of the Supreme
the Court oAppeal. In her address, Court and thécting President of the
theAttorney General announced thatCourt ofAppeal reported that their
the Family Court is soon to be respective courtrooms and chambers
relocated to the Charles Bartletthad leaking roofs, that judges’
Hyde Building on Mahogany Street chambers were moldyand some
Extension. She noted that the caurt’ infested with woodlice,” she stated.
current location is unsuitable, since As a result, the Court &ppeal
there is no parking space on theand several offices of the Supreme
premises and there is limited spaceCourt will be relocated to the former
inside the building, which is a fire National Bank of Belize building on
hazard. There will be more spaceRegent Street so that the current

Court of Appeal

efor the operation at the new location, building can be properly repaired.

and the new layout will make it In addition to commenting on the
possible for several mediation infrastructural issues that the
facilities to be created, she said. Judiciary has been facing for quite
She also noted that, within the pastsome time noytheAttorney General
year she has been able to thoroughlyalso spoke on other issues, including

dassess the extent of neglect, and thplans for legislative reform, the

number of challenges that exist, bothrenovation of several Magistrase’
within her ministry and throughout Court buildings, and the appointment
the Judiciary of four new magistrates.

officer to be assaulted over tgﬁ
weekend is Kyle Humes, 25,

A Belize City man lost his life in g officer of the Belize Coast Guar
traffic accident that occurred on thewho was ambushed and stabb
Geoge Price Highway on Saturday outside of his home in Belize City
January 15According to police| According to police, a little after
reports, somewhere between Mileés1:00 on Sunday morning, Humes h
17 and 18 on the highwa¥3-year
old Rudolph SylvesteWilliams, | and, when exiting his vehicle, h

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17, 2022

)

ed

arrived at his home on Hart Street

Belize Gity man shot
While riding bicycie

who was heading from Independengewas attacked by two men dressed|ir
village in Sann Creek to Belize City| dark clothing, both of whom wer
lost control of his white Nissan armed with knives.
Armada, which veered off th Humes received injuries to hi
highway and overturned.
Williams was flung out of the| received two stab wounds to his left
vehicle, and was severely injured aspalm.
a result. Upon arriving at the scene “From what the investigators put

at around 10:30 that night, policg in this report, they are yet to do |a|¢ ¢

foundWilliams lying motionless, and detailed interviewbecause whe
all indications were that he was Mr. Humes arrived at the hospital,
already dead. the importance was for him t

Reports are that the vehicle wasreceive treatment for those injurie
found extensively damaged. and | know they were to follow u
Investigators have indicated thatwith him in obtaining a statement.
Williams was not wearing a seatbgltHopefully, when we get tha

a the time of the accident. The poligestatement, this attack was direct andsometime after 1:00 on Saturday
personal, so we would get a bettermorning According to report#\lrick

are currently still investigating.

Williams was a career customsunderstanding of what may ha
officer and the officer in charge of caused these assailants to attack |
the Big Creek station. in a brutal way' stated ASP
Yearwood as he addressed loc
media about the matter

Both Jones and Humes wef
transported to the Karl Heusng
Memorial Hospital, where they hav|
been listed in a stable condition.

e

Visit us at

r
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upper right arm and face, and he alsq

Memorial Hospital.

This shooting follows the fatal
shooting of a local weldeDorian
Tzac, 25, in the same area just days
before, but the Communications
Director of the Belize Police
DepartmentASPFitzroyYearwood,
does not believe that there is
necessarily a connection between the
two incidents.

“The person in question, Mtamb,
is no stranger to the lavand we
wouldn’t want to say it is an act of
retaliation, because he has his own
BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17,2022 problems in that areaYearwood

A Belize City man was shot said.

“We must say that with the police
presence over there it is alarming to
Lamb, 26, was riding his bicycle on see that people are still trying to

Alrick Lamb

by Charles Gladden

imntelope Street Extension, and as heelude the law and commit their

neared the Collet Education andagenda at their own wilMVe want to

aResource Centaand was turning into  |et it known to them that we will not

a lane, someone in a vehicle drovestop our patrols in that area and we

ebeside him and fired several shots awill go hard and fast after them.dt’

him. Lamb was hit in the thigh and up to them if they want to be caught
ankle. He is currently listed in a up with the law or keep the peace,”
stable condition at the Karl HeusnerYearwood went on to state.
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Bad timing, CE0s?

Mon. Jan. 17, 2022

The recent Cabinet reshuffle, with the principal focus on the
beleaguered Ministry of Health and Wellness, which experienced
great unease and upheavals at the CEO level during the tenure
of Minister Michel Chebat, may lead to improvement in the
situation in that ministry under newly assigned Health Minister
Kevin Bernard; but the situation begs the question, if this whole
CEO matter needs to be seriously examined to determine if it
has delivered the desired improvements in performance and
services to the public over the previous post of Permanent
Secretary. With the benefit of hindsight and careful analysis,
government may now determine where the weaknesses lie in
its CEO arrangement, and what can be done to correct those
shortcomings, or if, indeed, as has been suggested before, it is
worthwhile reverting to the previous system of Permanent
Secretaries.

First of all, it should be acknowledged that the absence of
major public outbursts in other government ministries is not an
indication that they have all been functioning at the optimal
level of efficiency. The situation in the MOHW may have
escalated due to personality issues concerning Minister Chebat,
but, unlike other ministries, the MOHW was enduring
tremendous stress and demands for services due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. Only when a tool or machinery is tested under
stressful conditions, will the inherent weaknesses be revealed.
The easy deduction is that it was just a case of a minister
mishandling his CEO, so that there was friction, and thus CEOs
were going in and out of the position. But a real “forensic”

analysis will confirm if there

are indeed some structural

deficiencies in the current CEO
structure inside the public
service that leads to such
friction and upheavals. For
that matter, other ministries
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may be quietly stumbling with
shortcomings due to the CEO
arrangement, but this goes
unnoticed because there has
been no great spotlight and
stress that can parallel what
the MOHW faces due to
Covid.

There have recently been
complaints from the current
Commissioner of Police about
the existence of “rogue cops”
within the ranks of his Police
Department, and it is his
endeavor to try and weed
them out. But it has also
recently been revealed that,
during the past UDP
administration, it was the
norm, in fact even an apparent
requirement, for an aspiring
recruit to receive a
recommendation letter from
the then police minister. The
highly competitive recruit
squad process was thus
tainted by political cronyism,
and we may now be reaping
the chaff from this flawed
exercise. And it makes us
wonder, in light of the current
national crime and corruption
problem, if similar practices
had become the norm in our

governance process, where political favoritism is prioritized over
merit and ability to perform. With the recent reports of the
Commission of Inquiry into the “fire sale” of government
vehicles in the last months of the UDP administration, as well
as the still to be disclosed final report of the Commission of
Inquiry into the Immigration Department during the same UDP
tenure, it would seem that corruption has probably spread
throughout our government system.

In some decades past, Belizean visitors to Chetumal used to
tell stories of the practice of “murdida” they encountered while
dealing with some Mexican officials in different agencies, i.e.
traffic, immigration, police. Not all officials are corrupt, of
course, but those who are can give a bad name to their whole
department; and of late, Belizeans have experienced similar
situations on our own soil from corrupt Belize officials.

From all indications, it was the first-time UDP government of
1984 that saw the need to enlist Executive Officers in the
ministries of government then under the stewardship of the
established Permanent Secretary system. The reasoning may
have seemed justified at the time. After all, from self-
government in 1964, Belize was ruled by a PUP government,
and naturally, all the heads of department and permanent
secretaries were appointed under a PUP administration. Being
positions with “tenure,” those top individuals in the public
service may have been viewed, or because of their behavior
were considered, by the new UDP government leaders to be
uncooperative or not showing allegiance to their new political
bosses. There might have been some truth to that allegation,
for long service and acquaintance had to have had an effect on
the public service members; but, likewise, the landslide victory
for the UDP also had to have been a result of many former PUP
voters casting their ballots for the UDP, and some of them
likely were public officers. Nevertheless, after decades of PUP
rule, it would have to be considered natural that a period of
accommodation and adjustment would be needed for the new
leaders to enjoy the full confidence and enthusiasm of the
various heads of department and permanent secretaries they
encountered on assuming their ministerial posts. Were there
some real “bad apples” among the permanent secretaries they
inherited from the PUP, why the UDP felt they had to install
Executive Officers alongside them to ensure their agenda was
being followed? Or were the UDP too hasty in their decision to
employ Executive Officers? Timing is an important factor in
most major decisions, and twenty-twenty hindsight would
indicate that a little more patience might have served them
and the country better.

Belize inherited a Westminster style of government from our
former colonial rulers, and in this system, where the public
service is concerned, it shouldn’t matter which political party
forms the government. According to en.wikipedia.org,
“Permanent secretaries are the non-political civil service chief
executives of government departments, who generally hold
their position for a number of years (thus ‘permanent’) at a
ministry as distinct from the changing political secretaries of
state to whom they report and provide advice.” What they call
“political secretaries of state” is what we refer to as our “ministers
of government.” So, a properly functioning civil service should
perform its tasks professionally regardless of which party forms
the government. And the Public Service Commission is there
to ensure that they do their job professionally.

Well, then, after changing places with the UDP a few times,
with executive officers alongside the permanent secretaries,
the PUP finally decided, when they enjoyed an overwhelming
majority in the House in 1998, to go all the way and abolish the
permanent secretary post altogether, while replacing the
executive officer with a full CEO (chief executive officer) post.
And, regretfully, we now know what the unbridled political

control of the public service machinery
Pleaseturn to p»Page 6

has cost the nation over the past two

Page 5
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J'Letters to
the Editor

Our couniry s name
is belize. please!

Dear Editor Ordinance, 19733 . This was done

Harnessing a countiycollective by way of a proclamation bcting
identity can contribute to domestic Governor R.N. Posnett, dated 31ist
and international prestige. This canof May, 1973.The Ordinance state$
instill patriotism and nationalistic that, “On and after the first day of

The Caribbean Forum
of ACP States

CARIFORUM

' International

ALLIANCES
|H1l

FORACTION

(Centre

CARDI
|

WE'RE HIRING
FIELD TECHNICIANS

The Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI) invites suitably qualified
candidates to apply for the position of Field Technicians in the following countries: Antigua and
Barbuda, Belize, and St Lucia.

The Field Technicians will support the implementation of the ‘Alliances for Coconut Industry
Development, Expansion and Enhanced Support for The Caribbean’ project funded by the
European Union (EU) through the 11th European Development Fund (EDF), in accordance with
the Caribbean Regional Indicative Programme (CRIP) managed by the CARIFORUM Secretariat.
The International Trade Centre (ITC) and CARDI are the implementing agencies.

sentiments. Belize, with its original June, 1973 the name of the territof QUALIFICATION and WORK EXPERIENCE

inhabitants and immigrant which immediately before the saif
population, needs to forge commonfirst day of June constitutes the
ground to ensure its survival in the colony of British Honduras shall be
new global environment. BELIZE” — not Belice!

Writing on “Social Conflicts and ~ The Constitution of Belize deal
Collective Identities”, authors, with the definition of Belize unde
Patrick G Coy and lynne M. one single name, Belize, and Chapte
Woehrle, state: “How important it I, 1. (1) “The State and th
is for groups in a social conflict to Constitution” clearly establishe
maintain a strong collective identity Belize as a democratic an
throughout the conflict process”. sovereign State within the Central
This is especially important in American and Caribbean region.
territorial disputes and international Chapter |, 1. (2) further states that
conflicts. By allowing the translating “Belize comprises the land and s¢a

A Bachelor's degree in Agricultural Science with a minimum of 3 years experience in supervising
and conducting agricultural field research.

JOB DESCRIPTION

Under the general supervision of the CARDI Country Representative the successful candidate will
be responsible for:
+ Overseeing the implementation of national positive selection exercises by national state
agencies in country.
+ Providing direct field support for the project including: the establishment of coconut nurseries,
establishment of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) plots and germplasm maintenance.
+ |dentifying lead farmers and establishing and monitoring climate-smart Lead Farms as
demonstration sites.
+ Conducting assessments and maintaining detailed records of project data/information and
preparing monthly reports.
+ Organising and participating in field demonstration and exhibitions, to disseminate agricultural
information.

APPLICATION

of the name “Belize,” the country has areas defined in Schedule | of th s_

been supporting a dual identigne  Constitution, which immediately
legal and the other illegal, when it before Independence Day constituted
should be supporting one singlethe colony of Belize.”
identity. Neither of the two documentsg

Passing legislation to reaffirm the mentioned above provides for the
name “Belize” or the passing of a translation of the name Belize to any,
proclamation prohibiting the other nameAnd, even though someé

174

Interested persons are invited to submit, via email, a cover letter and Curriculum Vitae to
hresources@cardi.org by 28th, January 2022,

Subject Line: Field Technician (name of country)

Visit www.cardi.org for details.

0000

CARDIcaribbean
Webslte: www.cardl.org

translation of the countrg’name countries allow for their name
would strengthen the name and thdranslation, Belize should insist op

countrys identity This way only the  a stop to this practice, especially |n
name Belize would be used inlight of the unfounded territoria
official and diplomatic circles at claim by Guatemala.
home and abroad, including at the The use of the country’proper
OAS, leading to a final resolution name would strengthen the natisn’
of the name conflict. identity by eliminating the dua
A quick check at the Belize identity which has been attributed o
Archives & Records Service will the unfounded claim itself.
show that the name of Belize was

established by the “Belize EwartRobateau, MSCM

Bad timing, CE0s?

ARGUELLES & COMPANY

PATENT & TRADEMARK AGENTS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

VACANCY

REAL ESTATE OFFICER

Interested applicants must:

| Continuedfrom P Page 5

decades.

So now, as governments come
and go, the CEO’s get changed.
And not only do the army of
workers in the public service
departments now have to adjust
to a new CEO whenever there is
a change of government, but
more than that, the new CEO has
to also find a fit and
understanding of the personnel
and machinery of that ministry.
Furthermore, while it was a
requirement for all permanent
secretaries to have a long track
record of training, performance
and experience in the public
service, not all CEO’s, despite
their private sector credentials,
were up to the task, and the
evidence may lie in the number
of political/financial scandals
involving ministers  of
government during the recent

era of CEOs.

Is it the case that we
Belizeans, because of our
politicians’ ego and expediency,
have seen our governance
system go “back way”? And are
our government leaders now too
embarrassed to say, ‘I was
wrong’'?

Was it all a bad mistake to
bring in this “come and go” CEO
post to replace the long-serving
permanent secretary, which
provided a check and balance
against ministerial indiscretion?

Perhaps, we can save face and
Kkeep the CEO name, but revert
back to the permanent
secretary- type requirements
and permanency of the post.
After all, when you had said that
“VAT is a Killer,” you just had to
change its name to “GST.”

Respect to the Father of the
Nation! Longlive Belize! Power
to the peoplel!

Have at least 3 years working experience and knowledge in
the field

Possess skills in preparation of legal
correspondence and corporate requirements
Excellent command of both written and spoken English

Be detail, organizational and time-oriented

Be proficient in the use of QuickBooks, Microsoft Excel,
Microsoft Word etc.

Be able to work efficiently as a part of a team as well as
independently

Have a confident, consistent, decisive personality

documents,

Attractive salary being offered.
All applications will be kept confidential.

Applications must be sent to email: info@belizelawyer.com no
later than February 1%, 2022.
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|\ Ha, | missed Father of Nation’s birthday \l

by Colin Hyde shouldn’t dare complain about all boys, you and San Perdomo, in awhom his enemies shot seven times.
the—employers specials. What's swimming race, | don’t think that After the foul murder they

A long, long time ago | gave up happened here sindgril 2020 is  boosts Prices swimming credentials disappeared his body and reported
trying to remember the birthdays of unprecedented. When school reopenany. Price has his big points for to the world that he died from natural
two women who are very close to they should be made to go Sunday tavading through high water on streetscauses. The brother did tremendous
me. One of the birthdays is in the Sunday and swimming in spots to save work to uplift his nation, but he was
month of September and how every | haven't got in yet my take about himself in Hattie Wait, maybe hihn taken down by forces that insist on
year | fix my mind on November | the back-benching of Commonwealthkud a mi swim fast fu true. If he could puppet regimes that support the big
don't know The other is in the month Day. | think Kareem said the day will swim half as fast as he could walk businesses of the world, which are
of Februaryand | keep getting that still get its respect, just that the he could have been a fish. owned by the people who invaded
mixed up with the birthdays of two government and private businesses Aha, Price hated bush, he wantedheAmericas beginning in 149Zhe
cousins | grew up with who have won't pay for it. | guess I'll be to see it cleared awagnd we know report at the trial said the bullets that
birthdays that same month. | tried. | satisfied with half a loaf if this PUP that from his epic poem, so | bet hekilled Sankara were fired from high-

failed. | gave up. doesnt foul up on the 24 of May. was happy for the invention of the powered rifles.
Aha, Geoge Cadle Pl plumb I'mnotready yetto apply formy UDP mighty bulldozerPity thatintheurban  AFP said Sankara was “a fiery
forgot that we were about to celebrateparty card. world the only chance you get to Marxist-Leninist (who) railed against

his birthdayeven though | saw iton  What's this, what$ this from mount a bulldozer and tayr down imperialism and colonialism, often
a calendarlt happened so becauseDickie Bradley that our area bushiswhen thergthe need to open angeringMestern leaders but gaining
in my head | had him as being bornrepresentatives no longer sweara streetAhem, if you want to know followers acrosafrica and beyond”,
on January 19 so its todayTuesday allegiance to the Queen and her heirsabout great bulldozer operators, goand that he “remains a revered figure
the 18, that | set aside to give him Well then, will the local anti-British read Louis Linda book,Talesofthe  for many and his brutal death cast a
his props. please drop that as one of the excuse8elizean Woods. In my experience pall over the country for decades.”
This daam PUP is sitting pretty for the failures of our leaders? with dozer operators, the bestofthem One of Sankara brilliant
with all these new holidays falling My gudnis, that Don Hector really are a daring, dangerous breed. initiatives was to send talented youth
on the weekend. In normal times thatku tell it. He was gushing this week Somebody properly scolded onefrom deprived situations to study in
would have been causing a lot ofon his facebook page about otherof my heroes for saying Price said heuniversities in CubaA lot of
hate. There should be an asteriskexploits of the great hero, how he waswished he could chop cane all day Belizeans are sworn against the
beside every one of these holidaysa champion swimmerchampion think all those village women whose Marxist-Leninist philosophy of
that fall on a Saturday or Sundand bulldozer operatgrchampion cane pots he liked to look into, if they had running a countrybut while I'm no
when you scroll down to find out cutter (?), champion musician, and weknown that he was a major leagueexpert on the left, | am one hundred
what thats about it should say all know this ones for sure, the man cane cutter they would have held offpercent sold that a country that is
employers special. Hmm, when was a champion poet. the cooking so they could send himlocked in poverty must tweak the free
things get back to normal, students Now, Don Hectoy beating urban to the milpa to go cut the rice, shelleconomy system to address the
some beans, and dig up some cassavaequalities in the societyn time,
and the daily sweet pitayta. when there are opportunities for all,
Ah, symbolism is great, but we a people will demand some easing
shouldn’t overdo it. Price was no up of the restrictiong&ny country that
physical wood-cutting hero like tolerates poverty is on the wrong
Abraham Lincoln. Price was a city path.
boy who had a little sea experience Sankara is a giant hero and his
at 3. Geoge’s Cay and country initiatives were completely worthy
experience from farm visits in his His “friend”, Blaise Compaore, who
childhood. If we want to talk about succeeded him, and is being tried in
what he was great at, we can starfbsentia, along with others, said he
with keeping the books for that anti- had nothing to do with the overthrow
British tycoon, BobTurton, and Butif he was innocent he should not
fearlessly telling him what the Pope have taken Burkina Faso back down
thought about his dirty pig capitalist the dead end road that opened the
ways. country for exploitation that didn’t
Leroy A. Grant, in his bookihe vyield prosperity for his people.
Life of Robert Sdney Turton, tells ,
us the future Father of the Nation got I'd Say
a stern lecture about the infallible
ones complete lack of understanding  If they asked me if Brother Godwin
about business. Hulse was a dirty rotten crook like
Hey, we NIP celebrate Gege somany UDMninisters were, I'd say
Price too. No man is perfectou it's less likely than sdVhat's with
have to have humility to grovHe  Andrew Marshalleck and this wicked
was humble enough to acceptPUP game to try and lump in Godwin
PSWGS correction, and that helped with people who got a terrible
him do great things for Belize. He did. beating at the polls? There are plenty
And so we join in and are very enough UDPeez to flog like a dirty
sincere when we saappy Geage  mat. Godwin rode in to rescue our
Price Birthday! passports after UDP philistines had
. run the system like a private milk
A Collecti Sankara died from cow. Godwin is a hero. Everyone
ollection of knows that more likely than not he is
deas and Opinions | | Na@tural causes, after as pure as the driven snow

You really want to know what’

2007-2012 being shot Seven  more likely than not®vell, I'l tell
. you. It's more likely tha_ln not t_hat Rene
by CB Hyde | times won't set foot back in Belize until

the Reds control the House again, or
TheAfrican media AFP reported until his battery of lawyers have
this week on the ongoing trial aboutfound a loophole for him to slip
the 1987 murder of Thomas Sankarathrough or a lawsuit they can bring to
the great Burkina Faso presidentnegotiate a favorable deal with.
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{(Mal momento,

directores ejecutivos?

Lun. 17 de enero de 2022

La reciente reorganizacion del Gabinete, con el foco principal en
el asediado Ministerio de Salud y Bienestar, que experimento gran
malestar y agitacion a nivel de director ejecutivo durante el mandato
del Ministro Michel Chebat, puede conducir a una mejora en la
situacion en ese ministerio bajo el recién asignado Ministro de
Salud Kevin Bernard; pero la situacion plantea la pregunta, si todo
este asunto de directores ejecutivos debe ser examinado seriamente
para determinar si ha brindado las mejoras deseadas en el
desempeno y los servicios al publico sobre el puesto anterior de
Secretario Permanente. Con el beneficio de la retrospectiva y un
analisis cuidadoso, el gobierno ahora puede determinar dénde se
encuentran las debilidades en su arreglo de directores ejecutivos
y qué se puede hacer para corregir esas deficiencias, o si, de
hecho, como se sugiri6é anteriormente, vale la pena volver al sistema
anterior de Secretarios Permanentes.

En primer lugar, debe reconocerse que la ausencia de grandes
estallidos publicos en otros ministerios gubernamentales no es
una indicacién de que todos hayan estado funcionando al nivel
o6ptimo de eficiencia. La situacion en el MOHW (por sus siglas en
inglés) puede haber empeorado debido a problemas de
personalidad relacionados con el Ministro Chebat, pero, a diferencia
de otros ministerios, el MOHW estaba soportando un tremendo
estrés y demandas de servicios debido a la pandemia de Covid-19.
Solo cuando una herramienta o maquinaria se prueba en
condiciones estresantes, se revelaran las debilidades inherentes.
La deduccion facil es que solo fue un caso de un ministro manejando
mal a su directora ejecutiva, de modo que hubo friccién y, por lo
tanto, los directores ejecutivos entraban y salian del puesto. Pero
un verdadero analisis “forense” confirmara si realmente existen
algunas deficiencias estructurales en la estructura actual de
directores ejecutivos dentro del servicio publico que conducen a
tales fricciones y trastornos. De hecho, otros ministerios pueden
estar tropezando silenciosamente con deficiencias debido al arreglo
de directores ejecutivos, pero esto pasa desapercibido porque no
ha habido un gran foco de atencién y estrés que pueda ser paralelo
a lo que enfrenta el MOHW debido a Covid.

Recientemente ha habido quejas del actual Comisionado de
Policia sobre la existencia de “policias deshonestos” dentro de las
filas de su Departamento de Policia, y su esfuerzo es tratar de
eliminarlos. Pero también se ha revelado recientemente que,
durante la pasada administracion UDP, era la norma, de hecho
incluso un requisito aparente, que un aspirante a recluta recibiera
una carta de recomendacién del entonces ministro de policia. El
altamente competitivo proceso de reclutar un escuadrén se vio
contaminado por el amiguismo politico, y es posible que ahora
estemos cosechando la paja de este ejercicio defectuoso. Y nos
hace preguntarnos, a la luz del actual problema nacional de
delincuencia y corrupcion, si practicas similares se han convertido
en la norma en nuestro proceso de gobernabilidad, donde se
prioriza el favoritismo politico sobre el mérito y la capacidad de
desempeno. Con los informes recientes de la Comision de
Investigacion sobre la liquidacién de vehiculos gubernamentales
en los tltimos meses de la administraciéon UDP, asi como el informe
final atn por divulgar de la Comision de Investigacion sobre el
Departamento de Inmigracion durante el mismo mandato UDP,
pareceria que la corrupcion probablemente se ha extendido por
todo nuestro sistema de gobierno.

En algunas décadas pasadas, los visitantes belicenos a Chetumal
solian contar historias de la practica de la “mordida” que
encontraban al tratar con algunos funcionarios mexicanos en
diferentes agencias, es decir, transito, inmigraciéon, policia. No
todos los funcionarios son corruptos, por supuesto, pero los que
lo son pueden dar mala fama a todo su departamento; y
ultimamente, los belicenos han experimentado situaciones
similares en nuestro propio suelo por parte de funcionarios
corruptos de Belize.

Segun todos los indicios, fue el primer gobierno UDP de 1984 el
que vio la necesidad de reclutar directores ejecutivos en los
ministerios de gobierno que entonces estaban bajo la direcciéon
del sistema establecido de secretarios permanentes. El
razonamiento puede haber parecido justificado en ese momento.
Después de todo, desde el autogobierno en 1964, Belize fue
gobernado por un gobierno PUP y, naturalmente, todos los jefes
de departamento y secretarios permanentes fueron designados
bajo una administraciéon PUP. Al ser puestos con “permanencia”,

es posible que esos altos individuos en el servicio publico hayan
sido vistos, o debido a su comportamiento, eran considerados
por los nuevos lideres del gobierno UDP como no cooperativos o
no mostrando lealtad a sus nuevos jefes politicos. Podria haber
algo de verdad en esa alegacion, ya que el servicio prolongado y
familiaridad tenian que haber tenido un efecto en los miembros
del servicio publico; pero, del mismo modo, la victoria aplastante
del UDP también tuvo que haber sido el resultado de que muchos
ex votantes del PUP votaron por el UDP, y algunos de ellos
probablemente eran funcionarios puiblicos. Sin embargo, después
de décadas de gobierno PUP, habria que considerar natural que se
necesitaria un periodo de acomodo y ajuste para que los nuevos
lideres gozaran de la plena confianza y entusiasmo de los distintos
jefes de departamento y secretarios permanentes con los que se
encontraron al asumir sus puestos ministeriales. ¢Habia algunas
verdaderas “manzanas podridas” entre los secretarios permanentes
que heredaron del PUP, por que el UDP sintié que tenia que instalar
funcionarios ejecutivos junto a ellos para garantizar que se
cumpliera con su agenda? ;O fue el UDP demasiado apresurado
en su decision de emplear directores ejecutivos? El tiempo es un
factor significativo en la mayoria de las decisiones importantes, y
una vision retrospectiva 20/20 indicaria que un poco mas de
paciencia podria haber sido mejor para ellos y para el pais.

Belize hered6 un estilo de gobierno Westminster de nuestros
antiguos gobernantes coloniales, y en este sistema, en lo que
respecta al servicio publico, no deberia importar qué partido politico
forma el gobierno. Segun en.wikipedia.org, “Los secretarios
permanentes son los jefes ejecutivos no politicos del servicio civil
de los departamentos gubernamentales, que generalmente ocupan
su cargo durante varios anos (por lo tanto, ‘permanentes’) en un
ministerio a diferencia de los cambiantes secretarios politicos de
estado a quien reportan y asesoran”. Lo que ellos llaman
“secretarios politicos de estado” es lo que nosotros llamamos
nuestros “ministros de gobierno”. Por lo tanto, un servicio civil
que funcione correctamente debe realizar sus tareas de manera
profesional, independientemente del partido que forme el gobierno.
Y la Comisién de Servicio Publico esta alli para garantizar que
hagan su trabajo profesionalmente.

Bueno, entonces, después de cambiar de lugar con el UDP varias
veces, con funcionarios ejecutivos junto a los secretarios
permanentes, el PUP finalmente decidié, cuando disfruté de una
abrumadora mayoria en la Camara en 1998, ir hasta el final y
abolir el puesto de secretario permanente en conjunto, mientras
se reemplaz6 al funcionario ejecutivo con un puesto completo de
director ejecutivo (CEO por sus siglas en inglés). Y,
lamentablemente, ahora sabemos lo que el desenfrenado control
politico de la maquinaria de servicio publico le ha costado a la
naciéon durante las tltimas dos décadas.

Asi que ahora, a medida que los gobiernos van y vienen, los
directores ejecutivos cambian. Y no solo el ejército de trabajadores
en los departamentos de servicio publico ahora tiene que adaptarse
a un nuevo director ejecutivo cada vez que hay un cambio de
gobierno, sino que mas que eso, el nuevo director ejecutivo también
tiene que encontrar un ajuste y entendimiento del personal y la
maquinaria de ese ministerio. Ademas, si bien era un requisito
para todos los secretarios permanentes tener un largo historial de
capacitacion, desempeno y experiencia en el servicio publico, no
todos los directores ejecutivos, a pesar de sus credenciales en el
sector privado, estaban a la altura de la tarea, y la evidencia puede
residir en la cantidad de escandalos politicos/financieros que
involucran a ministros de gobierno durante la era reciente de los
directores ejecutivos.

¢Es el caso de que nosotros, los belicenos, debido al ego y la
conveniencia de nuestros politicos, hemos visto a nuestro sistema
de gobierno retroceder? ;Y nuestros lideres gubernamentales ahora
estan demasiado avergonzados para decir: “Me equivoqué”?

;Fue todo un grave error traer este puesto de “viene y se va”
director ejecutivo para reemplazar al secretario permanente de
larga data, que proporcionaba un control y equilibrio contra la
indiscrecion ministerial?

Tal vez podamos salvar las apariencias y mantener el nombre de
director ejecutivo, pero volver a los requisitos de tipo secretario
permanente y la permanencia del puesto. Después de todo, cuando
habian dicho que “el IVA es un asesino”, solo tuvieron que cambiar
su nombre a “IGV”.

iRespeto al Padre de la Patria! jViva Belize! jPoder al pueblo!

Tuesday, January 18, 2022
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On Sunday morning when | lived on Waight Sreet in the into two, and she remained with thewere a perfect couple. Serious thing.
checked my e-mail, | saw that EImaYarborough aredVhen | rode my section under my leadership. She Elma sent me a wedding photo. |
Whittaker Augustine had mailed bike from home in the mornings also sold advertisements for ourwas Clif’s best man, and Hanifa
me the day before to say that herto the downtown cityl had to pass little AMANDALA newspaper Reneauwas Elmsmaid-of-honar
husband, Cliff, had passed the daytwo families who treated me with which was a letter press product at Ras Pin, my deepest condolences

before in Chicago. a lot of love: these were the Earlthe time. Elma was a soldier toyou and your siblings on the death
We knew that with CIifit was Smith and the Whittaker families. Smiling and pleasant and gentle, buof your beloved father
only a matter of time, because he Elma was an executive officer of a soldier Relatives and friends of Cliff and

had been ailing for years with the rump UBAD organization  She got her Ph.D. in Chicago, andEIma, this is how it isAs we live,
serious kidney disease. In fact, justbetween 1973 and 1974. | use thenow Elma is a big-time scholdr so shall we die.

a few months ago he insisted thatterm “rump” to describe the fact of am so proud of heand feel such  Rest in perfect peace, Cliff. My
Elma bring him home one last time our organization having been splitgrief for her at Clif’s passingThey  brother from another mother

to visit his home village, Hopkins
(Stann Creek District), which she
did, although the trip was
complicated by all the medical
apparatus and medications
involved with Cliff’s condition.

I met him at a home they had
built in the Lake Garden area on
that visit, and the love between him
and Elma was, as always, awesom
and inspiring. | thought, as always,
what are these two doing being
such friends of mine when my
personality is so different from
theirs, so cantankerous?

You could never meet a couple
as sweet as Cliff and Elma. Their
love had blossomed under very
difficult circumstances way back
around 1972, 1973. CIiff was an
ordained Roman Catholic priest:
he had to be released from hi
priestly vows to marry Elma. EIma
was a student at Pallotti High
School, her parents’ eldest child,
and she was Creole. CIiff was
Garifuna.

I'd met Elma in 1970 when |

R
notl

El domingo por la mafiana, una casa que habian construido en Conoci a Elma en 1970 cuandoera como soldado. Sonriente y
cuando revisé mi correo electronico,el area de Lake Garden, y el amowivia en la CalldNVaight en el area agradable y gentil, pero una soldado.
vi que ElImannhittakerAugustine me  entre él y Elma fue, como siempre,de Yarborough. Cuando iba en Obtuvo su Ph.D. en Chicago, y
habia enviado un correo el diamaravilloso e inspiradoiPensé, bicicleta desde mi casa por lasahora Elma es una gran erudita.
anterior para decirme que su esposa;omo siempre, ¢,qué hacen estos dasafianas hasta el centro de la ciudadgstoy muy orgulloso de ellay siento
Cliff, habia fallecido el dia anterior siendo tan amigos mios cuando mtenia que pasar junto a dos familiasnucho dolor por ella por la muerte
en Chicago. personalidad es tan diferente a la dgue me trataban con mucho amorde CIiff. Eran una pareja perfecta.

Sabiamos que con Cliff era soloellos, tan cascarrabias? estas eran las familias Earl Smith yCosa seria.
cuestion de tiempo, porque habia Nunca podrian conocer a unaWhittaker Elma me envi6 una foto de la
estado enfermo durante afios con unpareja tan dulce como Cliff y Elma.  Elma fue directora ejecutiva de laboda.Yo era el padrino de Clify
grave enfermedad renal. De hechoSu amor habia florecido en organizacion del remanente UBAD Hanifa Reneau era la dama de honor
hace apenas unos meses insistié etircunstancias muy dificiles alla por entre 1973 y 1974. Uso el términode Elma.
que Elmalo llevara a casa por ultimal972, 1973. Cliff era un sacerdote“del remanente” para describir el Ras Pin, mi mas sentido pésame
vez para visitar su pueblo natal,catolico romano ordenado: tuvo quehecho de que nuestra organizaciomara ti y tus hermanos por la muerte
Hopkins (Distrito de Stann Creek), ser liberado de sus votosse dividibendos,y ella se quedo corde tu querido padre.
lo cual hizo, aunque el viaje sesacerdotales para casarse con EIméa seccion bajo mi liderazgo. Familiares y amigos de Cliff y
complico por todo el aparato médicoElma era estudiante de la escuelfambién vendié anuncios paraElma, asi son las cosas. Como
y medicamentos involucrados con lasecundaria Pallotti, hija mayor de susmuestro  pequefio  periodico vivimos, asi moriremos.
enfermedad de CIiff. padres, y era criolla. Cliff era AMANDALA, que eraunproducto  Descansa en perfecta paz, CIliff.

Me reuni con él en esa visita engarifuna. tipografico en ese momento. ElmaMi hermano de otra madre.

P (e B ML - - e A FEsy i
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Single-use plastic ban approaching

BELIZE CITY, Thurs. Jan. 13, 2022 |egislation, no effective dates for the ||l
In a Cabinet release issued todayend of manufacturing, sales, andss
the Government of Belize approvedpossession were yet in place until 2
amendments to section 33 (1) b, cnow ‘
and d of the Plastic Regulation, Inrecentyears, single-use plastic§™ °
enacting new effective dates for thehave become a major global issue|
phase-out of single-use plastic insaid to contribute significantly to the [&
Belize. In January 2020, the damage of protected marine systems 4
Government of Belize first announcedincluding the loss of biodiversitgnd o 4
that importing prohibited plasticwas harm to marine life. This is <
no longer permitted. In today’ compounded by the negative impact, Jiesss >
release the current governmentthat the use of such products has ha{ :
indicated that the date that has beemn public health and the land |,
set for the manufacturing of such pollution that has resulted due to theff
products to cease is January 3ldiscarding of such plastic in garbage
while the sales of such products musdumps and slums. In Belize, ff
end by 28 Februayand possession according to a study in 2017 by the| -

of such products will become an Department of the Environment over
offense by March 31. a three-year period, Belize annually The list of single-use plastic and plastic plates, bowls, cups, and
This legislation seeks to addressimported over 200 million pieces of products to be prohibited as perlids; single-use plastic forks, knives,
the issue of widespread waste andsingle-use plastic bags and 52 millionSchedule 11 of the Environmental spoons, forks, and cutlery; single-use
the environmental impact caused bypieces of styrofoam & plastic food Protection (Pollution from Plastics) plastic carrier bags commonly

the use of environmentally unfriendly containers, and locally produced andRegulations, 2020, is as follows: referred to as shopping bags and/or
single-use plastic across the countrymanufactured an estimated 35 millionsingle-use styrofoam and plastic T-shirt bags; and single-use plastic
Since January 2020, a soft phasingsingle-use plastic bags and 5 million“clamshells”; single-use styrofoam drinking straws.

out has taken place, but nomith the  pieces of styrofoam.

announcement of the approval of Single-use plastics, commonl

these amendments, it is expected thateferred to as disposable plastics, are ““BP ﬂonales co‘"n_‘lg lesung H“s

the full phasing out of the single-use plastics intended for one-time ude

Sand 2 GeneXpert machines to MOHW

plastic will be fast-tracked. before being thrown away o

Section 33 (1) (a) to (d) of the recycled. In many cases, single-u
legislation contain the amendmentsplastics are used as packagi
that have led to the establishment ofmaterials. Recentlyve have seen th

the specific dates mentioned. It mustrolling out of more biodegradable,

be noted that while the plannedand in some instances reusab
prohibition of the products was disposal containers across th
finalized following the passing of the country

VACANCY

KREM Television is seeking applications from suitable
candidates for the post of REPORTER to be stationed in
Belize City.

Requirements:
- Minimum of an Associate Degree in English; a
Bachelor’s Degree would be a plus

- Interested in the news

- Strong interpersonal communication skills

- Disciplined, inquisitive, go-getter and enjoys
research

- Willing to work long hours

- Willing to learn

- Works well under pressure and can multitask

- Is ateam player

Send your resume with two letters of recommendation
to:
Human Resource Manager

Or e-mail to: innadynamics@gmail.com

Deadline for applications is Monday, February 1, 2022.

e

by Khaila Gentle financing for COVID-19 relief in
- Excellent command of the English language . Belize. _ _
BELMOPAN, Fri. Jan. 14, 2022 “As we continue to work amidst a

The United Nations Development fourth wave of the COVID-19
Program (UNDP), under the pandemic and its variants in Belize
framework of the Global Fund and with a growing concern over the
project titled “Building Resilience most recent and highly infective
through Innovation and National Omicron variant, our teams remain
Accountability for the HIV and TB highly vigilant at this non-ending
Response in Belize” and in epidemic. The most important tasks
partnership with the NationAlDS  of enhanced surveillance, early
Commission, donated two GeneXperttesting, and diagnosis are crucial
machines and 631 COVID-19 testingelements of the national response,”
kits to the Ministry of Health and said Minister Bernard at the
Wellness on Friday ceremony He also expressed deep

At the handing-over ceremony held gratitude to the UNDP for its
in Belmopan, Ms. Dian&ade, donation and partnership.

Officer in Charge for the UNDP  The two Cepheid Gene Xpert
Country Office in Belize, presented machines—which can be used to test
the testing kits and the two machinesfor COVID-19 as well as

KREM Television to Minister of Health, Hon. Kevin tuberculosis—will be used at the
3304 Partridge Street Bernard. Corozal Community Hospital and the
Belize City According to a press releasePunta Gorda Hospital. This donation

issued by the UNDRhe donation, brings the total number of machines
valued at US $138,181, was securedn the country to five. The other three
using finances from The Global Fund are being used at the Central Medical
to FightAIDS, Tuberculosis, and Laboratory Western Regional
Malaria. The Fund has also providedHospital, and Southern Regional
an additional US $526,486 in Hospital.
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Solidarity sighting Pandemic in Belize, Cuba and Puerto Rico Pt. 1

by CynthiaAdina Kirkwood 2022). Howevernot everyone is inarms. responded to these rumors and shared
eligible as yet if six months have not “The team developed online them on social media and, most

The Caribbean features variety inelapsed since their last shot of Pfizerresources to speed up the process dfportantly with community leaders.”
people, natural beauty and its approaclor Moderna, or three months with thegetting vaccine providers enrolled, Inafast-moving environment, when
to battling COVID-19. Belize, Cuba Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) vaccinéelping increase the number of new programs are being rolled out and
and Puerto Rico have different Experts credit a sense of solidarity providers from 20 to more than 550.” the virus itself is changing, clear and
strategies based on their hisi@glitics  and a public health response untainted Oscar Padro, the IT specialist, said:timely communication is essential. The
and cultural values. by political polarization. Scientist  “PRDH was receiving many calls CDC team kept weekly office hours.

The two nations and one United Monica Feliu-Mojer toldNational ~ and emails from providers about howGabriela ~ Paz-Bailgy lead
States territory promote handwashingPublic Radio (NPR) (November 29, to register slowing the process epidemiologist, kept communication
and sanitizing, physical distancing and2021): considerablyWe developed new flowing among the CDC, PRDH
masking as three of the pillars of “Solidarity is at the core of what it digital tools that improved the leadership and the Immunization
preventing the spread of the virus. Themeans to be Puerto Rican. Culturally workflow, including an online Program.
fourth pillar is the vaccine. However we are family- and community-oriented. provider registration form.” Over time, vaccination rollouts tend
they stress that the vaccine will not beTruly, we take care of each oth8p, Working with the Puerto Rican to reach plateaus. Projects to encourage
successful without the other three andhat solidaritythat caring for the other National Guard, the logistics people to get vaccinated are helpful. In
that the vaccine, though essential, is noperson, empathyis manifested to specialist, helped develop a vaccinethe summer of 202Yoces Coalicion
a silver bullet. people pretty much universally distribution system that shipped de Inmunizacion y Promocion de la

Detected one month ago, the Omicrormasking.” vaccines to central hubs, where Guardalud en Puerto Rico, Direct Relief and
variant, even more transmissible than Sensing the gravity of the pandemic,troops then distributed them to Facebook Data for Good conducted an
its predecesspDelta, has increased animmediate response to the pandemiproviders. This system provided the online study that showed that the use of
case numbers explosively in thesewas a never before seen coalition ofmost complete island-wide data onlocal celebrities may be effective in
countries as elsewher®ith the community groups, non-profit total distributed vaccines. vaccine promotion among the young,
pandemic two years on, some countrie®rganizations of scientists, and the Meanwhile, Eunice Soto, the according tdirect Relief (October 1,
are re-examining their programs, government, said Feliu-Mojer of recruitment specialist, identified and 2021).

Effective campaigns feature solid Ciencia Puerto Rico (Science Puertoenrolled vaccine providers to ensure The effectiveness of four separate
organization, good communication, Rico), a non-profit group of scientists, island-wide coverage. ads, each featuring afeifent celebrity
statistical information and shared goals professionals, students and citizens “Puerto Rico has a solid healthcarewas tested among two target audiences:
They tend to issue from countries thatcommitted to advancing science ininfrastructure with experienced those 18-34 and those 35 and alder

are community- not individually- Puerto Rico. vaccine providers,” said Soto. The three-week study began in mid-
oriented Also, wealth is not a factor ~ Organization was key to Puerto “Hospitals, federally qualified health August. It reached more than 486,000
for success. Rico’s success. centers, and primary care centergpeople in Puerto Rico, and it garnered
“As vaccines began to move towardwere quickly brought up to speed tonearly 38,000 visits tovoces’
Puerto Rico authorization at the end of 2020, thebecome the first line of vaccinators. vaccination clinic calendar

Puerto Rico Department of Health Recruiting non-traditional vaccine  The celebrities in these ads were
Puerto Rico has an underfunded(PRDH) asked the U.S. Centers forproviders in rural areas, where fewermusical artist VF7 members of the
healthcare system, high levels ofDisease Control and Prevention (CDC)vaccine providers were available, Vagueros de Bayamon Puerto Rican
poverty and an infrastructure still for technical assistance to plan awas essential to ensure availabilityprofessional basketball team Benito
devastated by a hurricane in 2017 vaccination campaign. Five peopleacross the island.” Santiago an¥ictor Carattini, former
reportedFrance 24 (November 10, fromthe CDC office in San Juanwere In addition, the team trained more professional baseball player Carlos
2021) as well as a series ofgiven the immense task of gettingthan 1,000 healthcare providers andDelgado, and Puerto Rican actress/
earthquakes in January 2020, accordingaccines into peoparms to help stop vaccination staff on how COVID-19 comedianAngela Mayer With the
to The New York Times (March 1, the pandemic,” according to the CDC.vaccines work and their possible sideonslaught of Omicron and a 4,600
2020). The CDC Puerto Rico team was ledeffects. After the CDC team left, percentincrease in cases, Puerto Rico
Yet, Puerto Rico is one of the top by a lead epidemiologist. It included PRDH’s Immunization Prograre’ expanded its already existing
three United States jurisdictions, an IT (Information Technology) experienced trainers have continuedestrictions, reportedhe New York
alongsidd/ermont and Guam, with the specialist; a second epidemiologist; ato train nearly 20,000 providers. Times (January 2, 2020).
highest rates of COVID-19 recruitment specialist; a logistics Communication was essentialinthe Governor Pedro R. Pierluisi ordered
vaccinations, according NBCNews  specialist, and an emergencyeffort. lower capacity limits in restaurant®
(December 23, 2021). management specialigtccording to Epidemiologist Liliana Sanchez- attend large public events, people have
In a population of 3.2 million, 3,393 the CDC: Gonzalez was tasked with ensuring thato be vaccinated and present a negative
people have died of COVID-19, *“The Puerto Rico-based team providers “had all the training and COVID-19 test. Passengers arriving on
according toOur World in Data  normally studies dengue, a mosquito-education resources they needed. Firstjomestic flights must show a negative
(January 10). borne disease common in the regionwe developed a COVID-19 vaccination test taken within 48 hours before
A total of 77.5 percent, or 2.48 Since the beginning of the pandemic,website with online training and arrival. Similar rules already were in
million of the population, has beenfully CDC has supported local responsesducation materials. The Spanishplace for international flights.
vaccinated and 6.05 million doses wereefforts ~ with  data analysis, website quickly became one ofthetop Mass public events, including the
administered as of January 5, accordingepidemiologylaboratory science, and online resources for information on celebration of the 500th anniversary of
to Our World in Data. Less than 40 other servicesWith this experience, COVID-19 vaccines.” San Juan, were canceled. “Dick Clark’
percent of the population has receivedhe dengue team was able to quickly How is misinformation NewYears RockinEve”, whichABC
a boosterreportedvox (January 9, turnits focus to getting COVID-19 shots (unintentional false information) and planned to broadcast live from Puerto
disinformation (intentional false Rico in front of big crowds, was

information) combatted? downgraded to a virtual event. The
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY On_e o_f the projects of my MlssWorlq pageant fln_al was canceled.
organization working with other  The Scientific Coalition, a group of
The U.S. Embassy Belmopan is seeking eligible and qualified applicants for the following nonprofits was a rumor-tracking project scientists and health professionals that
position: working with community leaders who had been advising the governor
Position Name: Maintenance Mechanic (Generator Mechanic) were OUIF ”eyes and_ ears In therecqm_mende_d stricter measures such
Vacancy number:  Belmopan-2022-02 community” said Feliu-Mojer of as limits on liquor sales and shorter
Closing date: January 28, 2022 Ciencia Puerto Rico. “Puerto Rico hours for bars, reportethe Times.
Interested applicants must submit their application via the Electronic Recruitment Application WhatsApp_ls very pOpU|ar and use(_j asThe next da’ythe gov_ernor followed
(ERA) system, a web-based system. To view and apply for this vacancy, visit the ERA site at: a community tool. Often, community the recommendations. He also
https://erajobs.state.gov/dos-era/blz/vacancysearch/searchVacancies.hms leaders got misinformation and mandated boosters for restaurant
Please visit the Embassy’s website for instructions on how to apply via the ERA system: dlsmformatlor] on WhatSApp’ and they employees and pUbIIC Safety workers.
https://bz.usembassy.gov/embassy/jobs/ would report it back to us. ) )
“There were a lot of rumors, and  Full article can be viewed at :
Note 1: Resumes will not be considered. Candidates must note all work experience when they werein afew CategorieS' the safetyh t t D s . / /
completing the ERA application. Insufficient or incomplete information will result in an ineligible . i . : : . *
application. and effectiveness of the vaccines; howwww.cynthi aadinakirkwood.com/
fast the vaccines came to market, angbost/solidarity-fighting-pandemic-
Note 2: Candidates must submit applicable required documentation by the closing date of this government mistrust. which is genera“n_bel i ze-cuba-and-puerto-rico
announcement. Failure to provide the required documentation will result in an ineligible in Puerto Ri ’
application. In Fuerto Kico.

“So, we created materials that To be continued...
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' INTERNATIONXL
Oldestremains ofmodern | Tonga eruption; How its impact

humans are much olderthan | spread so widely and violently
tho“gllt! researcners sav by The \fsual Journalism Team Pressure changes were detected on

the other side of the world, in Europe,
BBC News 15 hours later
A massive volcanic eruption in The explosion was heard across the
Tonga, on Saturday triggered a  Pacific, from Fiji toAlaska.
tsunamithat spread across the Pacific  How quickly did the tsunami
in a matter of hours. spread?
Waves hitAustralia, New Zealand  Waves from the tsunami spread
and Japan as well as the west coasts oapidly across the Pacific.
North and SoutAmerica. They took less than five hours to
An atmospheric shockwave wasreach New Zealand, about 10 to reach
detected around the world and a hugé\laska.
ash cloud has covered Pacific islands Experts say the tsunami may have
for hundreds of miles. been caused by the collapse of debris
Omo 1 Omoiz Heres what we know about how and on the ocean floor and boosted by the
why it spread so widely and violently pressure wave pushing down on the
f Where isTonga? surface of the water
Tonga is made up of about 170 The waves continued through
Y islands, many uninhabited, about 2,0005unday and were still being recorded
miles (3,300km) east diustralia. inAustralia on Monday
The volcano, Hungaehga-Hunga- Tsunami waves can be much more
Ha’apai, sits 40 miles north of the destructive than normal waves, even
" capital. when they are not particularly high.
On Saturdaythe centre of the volcano A normal wave might take 15
sank, disappearing underthe sea.  seconds to wash up the shore and flow

by Jordan Mendoza happened 230,000 years ago.
Though signs of earlier forms @
Sun, Jan. 16, 2022 (usatodanpm) humans have been foundAfrica,
Some of the oldest remains of such as the 3.66 million-year-ol
modern humans in the world are muchfootprints of two types of early
older than scientists thought. humansAurélien Mounier from the
The remains, known as Omo |, Musée de 'Homme in Paris and cp
were found in southwest Ethiopia in author of the papesaid Omo | hag
the late 1960s. The bone and skulfunequivocal modern huma
fragments researchers discoveredharacteristics,” such as a tall, :
were some of the oldest known spherical cranium and chin. About two hours latet erupted,  back out.

remains of Homo sapiens. There is uncertainty as to WhenWIbr\]/ﬁ:x?r?(teagrﬁingrncﬁéd ended aImosAuSs?rg]Ii?i (\xetrzeuﬁlsduerrlalr;]nI Evlivlzztér(;l
Initial research suggested theymodern humans appeared on Eaifth P !

: ; . all of the volcano and the land aroundalmost 30 minutes.
were nearly 200,000 years old, butFossils found in the Sahara Desert)i t had disappeared. They kept moving onshore for 15

gtel\’é/;setszeggcgozh;gg;glearheéns elgiarg%ﬂbvl\jtet;\ior{];%grtqglr:jslgagt(;?syﬁ] 'S The eruption set off a massive minutes and took about 15 minutes to
. ’ : : ok atmospheric shockwave travelling atmove back out.

reviewed research was published infossils “do not possess some of t € bout 300m (1,000ft) per second Why was the eruntion so violent?

the journal Nature owednesday key morphological features that ' P ’ Theyexactreasoniwh this eru iion
Over a four-year period, a team ofdefine our species,” so there are Was so violent are still bgin assepssed

international scientists attempted toquestions whether they are linked to by experts 9

date all of the major volcanic modern humans or another spec|e - 4 G ySorF:]e bélieve the speed with which

eruptions in the Ethiopian Rift in related to humans. P b

: Al : P . NEW ZEALAND the molten magma was blasted out of
easternAfrica. CélineVidal, a The new date estimate, de fac the volcano may have played a big part,

When magma filled with volcanic
gas is forced through sea water at high
speed, there is no time for a layer of
steam to cool it.

And this “fuel-coolant interaction”
causes a massive chemical explosion,
researchers say

Deeper water could have suppressed
this - but the volcane’surface was just
150-200m under the sea

— )

Ash cloud spread across Tonga islands

Cambridge and lead author of theHomo sapiens idfrica,” Mounier
research, said the fossils were belowsaid.

a thick layer of volcanic ash, but the Vidal said she was “really excite
ash was “too fine-grained” to date to find out the remains are much old
with radiometric techniques. If the than thought — from the late Middl

remains. Africa.

The team took “fingerprints” from  Although the findings in Ethiopia [
the site: rock samples from volcanic give the fossils an estimated age| i
deposits broken down to sub-is possible the remains are mu
millimeter size. older than 230,000 years.

“Each eruption has its own “Our forensic approach provid
fingerprint — its own evolutionary a new minimum age for Hom
story below the surface, which is sapiens in easterffrica, but the
determined by the pathway the challenge still remains to provide |a
magma followed,” Wal said in a cap, a maximum age, for the|r
statement. “Once you've crushed theemergence, which is widely believgd
rock, you free the minerals within, to have taken place in this region,”
and then you can date them, andsaid Christine Lane, geochronologist
identify the chemical signature of the at Cambridge and co-authdit’s
volcanic glass that holds the mineralspossible that new finds and ne
together studies may extend the age of

Analysis revealed the samples tospecies even further back in time.’
be related to the eruption of the Shala
volcano about 250 miles away First Published by USA today.
which is now the deepest lake and https://www.usatoday.convstory/
the largest crater in news/world/2022/01/16/oldest-
Ethiopia, according to Oregon Statemoder n-human-remains-ethiopia/
University researchers. The eruption6548811001/

Full article can be view at : https./
/mwwv.bbe.conynews/wor ld-australia-
60027360

First published by BBC news

50km

50 miles
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50% return of fans allowed
at sporting events, says NSC

BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17, 2022
In a press release dated Fridaycountry on November 7, and the FH
January 14, the National SportsTop League (PLB still in Limbo)
Council of Belize (NSC) revealed its which started on October 23 ar
updated “Guidelines for Fan played all games at the Isidoro Beat
Attendance aAll Sporting Events,” Stadium, have both completed thei
whereby some fans will now be tournaments before Christmas, all t
allowed to attend games. games being played to emptf
After just over a year and a half stadiums.
ban on all sporting activity in its  So nowit was refreshing news fo
stadiums across Belize due to thefootball fans last Fridayanuary 14,
Covid-19 pandemic, the NSC hadat least for those who got the ney
lifted the ban on competitions at its on time, when the NSC released
facilities with a press release on“Guideline for Farittendance all
October 19 of 2021 listing its Sporting Events” wherein it
“Guidelines for the Return to stipulated that “effective 15 Januaty
Competitive Contact Sport;” but 2022,” “All approved sporting events
among the Covid protocols listed will return to 50% fan attendance/’
was one guideline stipulating that Further conditions include “proof of

tournament with games across the

Local welder shot dead by
gunman who entered room

(From page 1)

Dorian Tzac, 25, a local welder, was fatally wounded by a
gunman who entered his room. A 14-year-old who was also
wounded is clinging to life

shooting and who was also
wounded by the gunman is
listed in a critical condition
in the Karl Heusner
Memorial Hospital. When
police arrived at the scene of
the incident, Tzac was
transported to the Karl
Heusner Memorial Hospital
for treatment and succumbed
to his injuries approximately
five to ten minutes later
“The initial investigation,

[has] revealed so far that

Dorian Tzac, deceased

they were in a room at the
lower flat of a house oAntelope
[Street] Extension when a lone

by Charles Gladden

“No fans” were to be allowed inside immunization against Covid to bge BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17,2022 gunman entered the yard, opened that

the stadiums for the competitions. allowed entrance” and “fans must e

Since late November of last year seated; absolutely no standepsvelder who resided oAntelope

the Belize District 1st Division allowed.”

Dorian Tzac, 25, a Belize City door to the room, opened fire on both
of them, fatally injuring MrTzac and

Street in Belize City was fatally causing injuries to the mindrsaid

Amateur tournament has been The new 50% allowance of fapn wounded when a gunman entered thehe Belize Police Departmest’

featuring games on Saturdays at theattendance coincided with the kick

lower flat of the two-storey building communications directQrASP

MCC Grounds in Belize City; and the this past weekend of the Footballin which he lived at around 8:20 p.m. Fitzroy Yearwood, at a police press
same has reportedly been occurring-ederation of Belize (FFB) Nationgl and opened fire on Tzac and hisbriefing.

in other districts, all being restricted Elite Youth Championships for ULY companions. Tzac would later pass It is unclear at this point what the
to the “no fan” rule. Meanwhile, the Men, U1AWomen, U20 Menand U2() away as a result of the wounds hemotive was for the attack, and there
National AmateurWomen League Women, which are being played in received, while a 14-year-old minor is currently no indication whether or

(NAWL), which kicked of its stadiums across the country

who was in his company during the notTzac was the gunmanintended

P achievements.

humility always stood out. This

Culture, Science, an@lechnology
“l remember so many times that Hon. Francis Fonseca, during h|swouldn't be faif because, [as] | said,
| met Mr. Price, and the issue of remarks at the ceremany

great man would take time to any place in Belize Cityin Benqué/iejo

target.

“We are not ruling out anything, but
| don’t know if | mentioned, MiTzac
was a weldera gainfully employed
person. So, for us to just say directly
that it's a gang-diliated shooting, it

he was not one of those that we would
While this ceremony was taking say was idling. He had a job and
actually he does his welding right

and everybodyeven myself,” said Del Carmen dribute Mass was helg
Prime Minister of Belize, Hon. on Saturday evening to celebrate t
John Bricefio as he reminiscedlife of Belize’s first Prime Minister

during his remarks on his Rt. Hon. George Cadle Price.

encounters with Rt. Hon. Price. Two other activities in honor of the
“What he was doing, he was late Prime Minister the Right

doing great things for this country Honorable George Cadle Price, wi

from his home,” saidSPYearwood.

ne Police have since arrested

Malcolm Muschamp, 20, a Ladyville

resident, in connection with the

> shooting. He been charged with
murder attempted murdewuse of

[l deadly means of harm, and dangerous

never thought that we could’'ve
become a countryThey were

gualities to become a countget

turning a colony where people be held this month.

harm and was arraigned in court
“Throughout the month John Paul today Monday January 17, 2022.

[l Junior College and partners wil - ———

saying that we have nothing of the host an interactive and virtual forum jntended to promote education
via Zoom.The BenqueV/iejo Town
he was steadfast in his belief thatCouncil through Counciloferesita and jdentity’ Benque House of

awareness and foster national pride

Belize can become a modernBetancourt will also lead a pictorial cylture coordinatorNalleli Yacab,

by Charles Gladden

CentralAmerica and could one day
BELIZE CITY, Mon. Jan. 17,2022 play a critical role in this region,”
Over the weekend, the nation of said Prime Minister Briceno.

Belize celebrated George Price Day “I am happy that the National [~
for the second time since it was Institute of Culture and History made [~

established as a national holiday lasen effort to share with the Belizean
year by the newly elected PUP people a glimpse of MPrices early

government. In honor of what would years: his childhood, his early years
have been the 10%irthday of the entering the priesthood, and as &
Father of the Nation, Rt. Hon. Georgeyoung boy| am very grateful to the
Cadle Price, a small ceremony waspeople at the Museum of Belize. |
held at the House of Culture in Belize think we understand and appreciate
City to mark the grand opening of thethat we have a special duty and
Rt. Hon. George Cadle Price responsibility to this country to

exhibition, “The Man vs preserve the legacy of George Price
Politicization”. The exhibit displays and make sure that generations com
both the late Rt. Hon. George Cadleafter us will know about George

Price’s personal life and his political Price,” said Minister of Education,

country in the Caribbean and in exhibition. These initiatives are poted.
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Mandatory US$18 travel
insurance for tourists

released todaysaid that the
association has opposed the idea
visitors are required to apply for mandatory travel insurance since
Belize Travel Health Insurance — was first proposed by the BTB bac

| Continuedfrom P Page 1

a mandatory insurance that helpsin October of 2021. They said that 2021Annual Review Proceedings

protect travelers against incurredthe BHA representative on the boa
medical and non-medical expensef directors at the BTB voted again
if they test positive for COVID-19 that proposed insurance, citing the
during their stay in Belize.” objection to the fact that only on

The policy will cost US $18 and companythe Insurance Corporatio

PUC extends deadline for
comments on electricity rate
increase

Public Consultation, thereby
allowing all stakeholders an
opportunity to make their voices
rdwas previously reported, the utility heard.”

Stregulator has proposed a rate The company chairman says that
irincrease from 39.9 cents peran increase at this time will simply

of
II<[| Continued from [ Page 1

e kilowatt-hour to 41.58 cents per create more arrears for the company

N kilowatt-hour for the next six months and additional difficulty in the area

provide coverage of up to US of Belize (ICB), was responsible far of this year BEL has said that they of collections. Chairman Marshalleck

$50,000 for medical expensesproviding the coverage.

related to treating a COVID-19 In his remarksTillett stated that
infection over a period of 21 days. they are open to proposals fro
The insurance plan will also cover other insurance companies af
up to USD 2,000 of lodging expensesconfirmed that the BTB is working
incurred during the period in which with the Insurance Company ¢
an infected person is quarantinedBelize (ICB) at this time.

and also cover any emergency The BHA in essence is sayingth
assistance services provided for ahere is not sufficient justification
sick travelersuch as air evacuation, for the mandatory insurance, sing
there is not enough
evidence to indicate
that any excessive

‘)’r/ W BN

J

A t.”m\&

e
placed on our healtk
system by tourists o
that visitors were
not able to meet thei

While they agree

extended stay of
guests who are
infected with
COVID-19, they feel
that the reasoning

burden has been

medical expenses|

that hotels should be
compensated for amn

do not support an increase at this timesaid that giving consumers some time
given the strenuous economicto rebound is something that the
M conditions brought on by the COVID- company is in the position to do,
1d19 pandemic, and, according to BELgiven the sizable profits that it has
chairmanAndrew Marshalleck, they made for the past two years — 40
f prefer to recover the near 10 million million dollars in 2020 and 35 million
dollars in the increased cost of powerdollars in 2021, according to
Alsometime after 2023. Marshalleck. He said that allowing
The PUC, howevers asking more this ease on the consumer
temembers of the public to reach outunderpinned their December rate
with comment submissions on this review submission.
particular issue and has extended the In an interview with Ernesto
deadline for comments to January 31 Gomez, Director ofariff Compliance
The original deadline date was and Standards at the PUC, he said that
January 15 an increase at a later time could also
In the PUC release, the PUCbe to the detriment of the consumers
chairman, Dean Molina, remarked, economicallysince it is possible that
“The Commission is of the review the cost of power might increase
that given the impact and importanceduring the proposed 2023-2024
of this decision, it is essential that period.
we hear from as many people and For nowthe PUC is continuing to
organizations as we possibly can. Inseek comments from stakeholders on
order to allow for additional time for this proposed increase and will likely
individuals and organizations to have made a final decision by
submit comments, we have taken theFebruary 5, 2022, five days after the
decision to extend the deadline forextended deadline.

1)

: § : offered by the
. . ‘ ] government is not
Evan Tillett — Director of Tourism, BTB satisfactory

This morning the
or any expenses related to pre-United Democratic Party released
existing conditions. statement seeking clarification of th

Travelers are asked to purchaseannounced travel mandate. Th¢
the insurance policy before coming expressed concern over the fact t

to Belize but can also purchase sucltoverage will be purchased from |a

coverage at the Philip Goldson single proposed provider and add
InternationaAirport and at the land that the US $18 fee is “yet anothg
borders.All visitors entering the tax on visitors coming to Belize.”
country will be required to purchase The party proposed that travele
the insurance poligy except with existing insurance coverag
Belizean nationals, permanentcould provide proof of such coverag
residents, travelers visiting underupon arrival in the countrppt-in to
the qualified retirement program, the travel insurance, or sign a liabili
long-stay visitors, and flight crews. waiver excluding them from the
The Director ofTourism at the insurance. They also proposed th
BTB, Evan Tillett, told local hotels can provide travel insuranc
reporters that the travel insuranceas a part of a package.
will provide “peace of mind” for The release from the UDP statg
both visitors and local hotels. He “With visitor arrivals at the PGl for
said that during the pandemic, manythe first 1L months of 2021 down by
countries have opted to implementapproximately 60 percent of the 201
travel mandates and have tailor-overnight arrival figures, taxing
made those policies to suit theirvisitors indiscriminately thereby
locations and their guests’ needs.increasing the cost of travel to Beliz
One area of the policy protects hotelsin a very competitive environmen

by allowing for recovery of funds may cause more harm than good|i

in cases of cancellation—especiallyour natioral economic recovery
since the new Omicron variant efforts.”
spreading rapidly across the globe They urged that the governme
has caused uncertainty in travel plansavoid implementing mandator
and resulted in mass cancellationgolicies that could deter travel t
worldwide, albeit not as Belize and move toward measur
widespread as was the case at thencentivizing travel and geare
start of the pandemic. toward increasing visitor number
The Belize HotelAssociation, while maintaining safety measurg

New CEO at MOHW:
: new Deputy Governor
2 ot Central Bank

at

2d
*IContinuedfrom P»Page 1

Sabido will officially take on the title
of CEO of the Ministry of Health and
[sappointment of a new deputy Wellness.This comes after much
e governor at the Central Bank of discord within the ranks of the
eBelize took place in Decemhahe  ministry throughout the past ye8r.
identity of the new deputy was notSabido takes up the mantle just
y initially publicized via local media. thirteen days after Dtesbia Guerra,
> It is now being reported widely who had been selected in December
ahowever that Hollis Parham was to be the CEO in the ministry after
feappointed on December 1, 2021. Hahe departure of the previous CEO,
will thus occupy the Central Bank Dr. Deysi Mendez, from the ministry
sdeputy governor post previously heldtwo months ago, opted not to take the
by Mr. Kareem Michael, who is now position. Dr Sabido holds a Master
the governor of the Central Bank.  degree in Public Health from the
In the coming weeks, DJulio  London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine and another
Masters degree in Public Health
Nutrition from the University of
TechnologyJamaica. He obtained his
medical degree from La Universidad
Mariano Galvez in Guatemala.
According to Minister of Health,
Hon. Kevin Bernard, the new CEO
will not be single-handedly
shouldering the management of the
ministry. In an interview witiNews5,
Bernard stated that his goal as Health
Minister is to work hand in hand with

9

Hollis Parham,

however in a letter to its members for citizens and visitors.

Central Bank deputy governor

Pleaseturn to [ Page 15
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GITGO fine-tunes portiolios
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office for almost 1 year and follows
an assessment of the performance
the council over that time. The
release states, “There, the
realignment outlined below is not
only a reflection of this but also a
catalyst for delivering greater results
for the remainder of the term.”

As mentioned, the changes are
part of an effort to achieve the
strategic objectives of the council and
were made to all portfolios.

To start of, Mayor Bernard
Wagner now will be in chge of staff

?:“ Z :
Mayor Bernard Wagner

development and training, public non-governmental organization$

relations, and special events. This isStephanne Hamilton will continue i
in addition to his responsibilities to tourism and diaspora relations
oversee finance, administration, zoning and planning, and the buildin
budgeting, anti-corruption, the unitand now also takes over Foreig
CARILED program, and human Affairs and Sister City relations.
resources. Parks, playgrounds, an
Deputy Mayor Pollard retained beautification are now the
works, infrastructure, urban responsibility of councilor Natash
development, and labor relations, Pipersburgh; these are added to |
while councilor Javier Castellanos responsibility in the areas of womeg
continues to work in market and children, CEMO, Climate Chang
management and assumed the newand disaster & risk management.
portfolio of managementinformation ~ Edmund Kwan continues to wor
systems. in the area of local economi
Albert Vaughan will continue to development, trade, and investme
work in the area of traffic alongwith smalland new businessq
management and securignd has And pro cyclist Kaya Cattousd
also assumed responsibility for theretained responsibility for youth
municipal court and enforcement sports, and wellness and assumes
portfolios. portfolios of sanitation and
E-governance and community maintenance.
engagement will now be the Finally, Michael Novelo will
responsibility of councilor Micah continue to be responsible fd
Goodin. cemeteries and public health.
New councilor Deannie Requefia The release states that th
will continue to work with after- realignment is an attempt to achie
school programs and now alsosymbiosis within the counc#’
assumes the portfolio dealing with operations.

Legal Year 2022
commences

was reduced from 9 million dollars
to 7.9 million dollars.
personnel and major changes in the "While the judiciary is fully
structure of the high courts in the cognizant of the need for cost-cutting
country measures, especially in this era of the
During her presentation preceding COVID-19 pandemic, it is imperative
the adjournment of the opening, thethat this arm of government be funded
Attorney General, Hon. Magali in a manner that enables us and
Marin-Young, announced that the empowers us to carry out our duties
Government of Belize is currently in an efective manner An
drafting a Senior Courts Bill by means overburdened, under-resourced, and
of which a total rearrangement of theunderfunded judiciary is not
Supreme Court will be carried out. conducive to the effective and the
One of these changes will be theefficient administration of justice.” CJ
5. renaming of the Supreme Court, whichArana said.
h will become known as the High Court  As far as judicial personnel is
5, of Belize. During last yess opening, concerned, all three divisions of the
g Hon. Marin-Young firstannounced the Judiciary had to engage in the
yjngovernmens intention to restructure recruitment of legal personnel last
the court system; today she gave somgear To date, five new magistrates
j insights into what changes will be were added to the low court, while
» made. an additional 4 Supreme Court
h “Firstly, it is proposed that the Justices and three new Justices of the
epupreme Court is to be renamedCourt of Appeal were appointed.
nBelize’s High Court, since it is a Justice Lisa Shoman has been given
b misnomer to call it the Supreme Courttender of the Supreme Court, while
when it is not ouapexcourt. Undera former Justic¥Vestmin James returned
kK newly restructured Court éfppeal, to Barbados to his position as a law
- a new High Court, there is to be aprofessor at the UWI Cave Hill
nt Chief Justice whose judicial function Campus.
isis to be recast to administratively In total, in the last yeat,343 new
b supervise the performance of all Highcivil cases were lodged in the
Courtand Court dhppeal judges and Supreme Court, according to CJ
thallowing for him or her to sit on either Arana, with 603 of those cases being
court from time to time in the important disposed of. In the criminal division,
matter of his or her choosing®G  atotal of 81 new criminal indictments
Young explained. were heard, with 70 cases in that
She went on to tell the acting Chief division being disposed oht this
Justice, Hon. Madam Michelgana, time, the remanded population at the
ethat this is the only reason she has noBelize Central Prison stands at a total
gbeen given proper tenure ofioé.At  of 355 persons, with 187 remanded
this time, the government is enteringfor murder
the consultation phase and hopes to The BarAssociation, in their
have this new legislation to restructurepresentation, highlighted issues with

| Continued from [ Page 1
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New CEO at MOHW:
new Deputy Governor
it Central Bank

the signing of an Instrument o
Appointment by Prime Minister Hon
the CEO to improve and strengthenJohn Bricefio on December 1
the MOHW According to a press release issu
“| needed somebody that alreadyby the Central Bank, Parham, who h
knows the in and out of this ministry been working with the bank for ove
somebody who is technical as well 30 years, has held several positio
that can provide some decisions,atthe bank, including data processi
guidance so that we can worksupervisoy systems analyst, an
togetherand indeed while DSabido  assistant manager of the Banking
is one of the persons that we haveCurrency Department.
been communicating with and more “The Board of Directors,
likely will be finalized as the CEO. | Management, and Staff of the Centr
can tell you that | am prepared to Bank congratulate MParham and
work with any and everybogy endeavour to continue working wit
Bernard said during an interview last him in furthering the Central Bars’
Friday. mission: promoting the stability of thg
In the case of the Central Bank of monetary and financial system in
Belize, Hollis Parham became themanner that is conducive to econom
banks oficial Deputy Governor after growth,” stated the press release.

| Continued from [ Page 14
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nghat matters are dealt witHfiefently.

the court passed in the shortterm.  the limited Court oAppeal hearings
“Under the proposed restructuring,and a lack of comprehensive
there is to be one judicial leader judgments coming from the bench. On
namely the Chief Justice who will the issues of limited hearings by the
head both the High Court and the CourtCourt ofAppeal, they shared that with
of Appeal and will be assisted by two the new virtual hearings, that should
senior high court judges one in thebe done away with.
civil division and the other in the “The limited Court ofAppeal
criminal division. In the civil division, sessions must be left in 2021,” the
there is to be a Public and president of the BaAssociation,
f Administrative Law Division, a llliana Smith, remarked. She added,
Family andTrust Law Division, and “The Judiciary now has a tool to do
|.a Commercial Law Division. The better; the Bar would urge that the
edChief Justice will continue to chair the Court of Appeal have sittings all
asludicial and Legal Services year”
r Commission and as chair will ensure In reference to the delivery of
judgments from the bench, she said,
nd' AG Young shared. “There is a growing concern by the
l  Besides the restructuring of the Bar, about the quality of judgment
&bench, the government is alsodelivery It has unfortunately become
promising an infrastructural upgrade quite common for parties to receive
for the courtAttorney General Marin-  judgments with little to no reasons and
alYoung announced that the governmentnerely a repetition of the arguments
is also planning the construction of amade by counsel and a statement as to
N judicial complex. This complex is to which side of the argument was
feature larger courtrooms that areaccepted. Parties to litigation and,

e retrofitted for virtual hearings, which most importantly the unsuccessful

ahave become the new norm. party, should know why a judge
ic Inregard to funding for the judiciary arrived at a specific decision, as is
acting Chief JusticArana stated that consistent with the rules of natural
the funds allotted to the courts (afterjustice.”
there was a cut in what was designated Also announced were upgrades to
for the judicial system in last yéar court buildings across the country and
budget) was “woefully inadequate.” relocation of various courts to more

She explained that the cogrbudget suitable building locations.
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AMANDALA is now ONLINE!

You can now access Amandala's Mid-week and
Weekend issues Online by logging on to our

website at https://amandala.com.bz/news/

and joining our membership portal today!

Steps to access E-paper

Five easy steps to get unlimited access to weekly
E-paper, archived publications, and a host of other
exclusive content.

1. Go to Amandala's website

2. Navigate to the Subscribers area

3. Choose a membership level

4. Checkout using our secured portal
5. Log in to the members-only section

All Power to the People!

Tel: 501-280-4703 OR Emails:
202-4477 amandalapress@yahoo.com OR
Fax: +501-222-4702 amandalapress@gmail.com




