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of Sarawee Village, Stann Creek District,
on the Stann Creek Valley Road off the
Hummingbird Highway.

According to initial reports from
police, Duran was driving a James Bus
which was traveling from Belmopan to
Dangriga Town when, somewhere
between Miles 2 and 3 on the Stann Creek
Valley Road, he saw a white pickup truck
emerging from the right side of a dirt road
located behind Lock & Key. Pinelo and
two other passengers were inside that
truck, which was being driven by 53-year-
old Paul Bernard.

Duran told police that he flashed his
lights and honked the horn of the bus to
alert Bernard that he was approaching,
and it had initially appeared that Bernard
had responded appropriately, since
Bernard brought the pickup to a halt and
reversed back onto the dirt road. Duran,
upon seeing the pickup truck reverse onto
the dirt road, then proceeded along the
highway. However, moments later, the
truck unexpectedly sped onto the
highway, and then attempted to make a
left turn.

According to Duran, he applied his
brakes but was not able to bring the bus
to a stop in time, and its front portion hit
the front side of Duran’s truck, which
caused the truck to careen into a ditch in
the right side of the road, while the bus
swerved to the left side of the road.

Pinelo died on impact. Her body was
transported to the Southern Regional
Hospital at 8:36 p.m., and she was
pronounced dead on arrival. Her body
was deposited at the morgue, where a
post-mortem examination was to be
conducted. It has been reported that no
other serious injuries or fatalities were
caused by the collision.

At the time of the collision, Bernard
didn’t possess a valid driver’s license and
is believed to be at fault.
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BELIZE CITY, Tues.
May 10, 2022

The National
Agriculture and Trade
Show will be held
later this month after
a two-year hiatus,
under the theme,
“Innovations in
Technology: Driving
a Climate of Resilient
and Competitive
Agriculture and Food
Sector”, and in
conjunction with the
announcement of that
theme, the committee
has released the
names of the persons whom it has
selected to be the recipients of the Farmers
of the Year award for 2022. Three
individuals from varying districts and one
notable mention were announced by the
NATS committee in its release yesterday.

Orlando Ek of the Corozal District will

NATS announces Farmers of the Year for 2022

take home the prize for the Male Farmer
of the Year. The Female Farmer of the
Year award will be presented this year to
two recipients after an impressive
submission from a young farmer from
Toledo. Mrs. Norma Figueroa took the
first place prize, while a second-place

finisher, Ms. Krystle Romero, was also
selected.

In its release, the NATS committee
stated, “Ms. Romero is the 2nd place
finisher in the Female Farmer of the Year
category and was very close in points to
the winner. While the competition

traditionally only recognizes the top
finishers in each category, the evaluators
felt that Ms. Romero, who can be
classified as a junior female farmer, shows
great potential for the future.”

The “Agric” Show will be held from
May 27 to the 29th at the Belmopan
National Agriculture and Trade
Showgrounds. An official ceremony
recognizing the awardees is expected to
take place at that time.


